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A logo - it's a personal and sentimental symbol of the kind 
of people you will find in a church. Since QTEC didn't personally 
have one, I wanted to try to make one in order to have a more 
recognizable ministry in the midst of the "Bible-street" of 
Northern Boulevard. After going through several different ideas 
and looking to other church logos for inspiration, I finally settled 
on a heart... I know, it's very cliché and overused. I was actually 

Letter From The Editors

 As we write this, we’re sitting on the third floor where our editing team has taken over. A power 
strip sits in between two folding tables and it is powering 6 laptops, 1 desktop and an external monitor. 
We are scattered all over the children’s floor, writing, editing, translating and curating the pictures that 
you find in this book. It is hard work, but we are glad to have an opportunity to tell the story of what God 
has done with our church over the past thirty years.
For the past few months, we have debated over everything you could think of regarding this book. From 
the cover photo to the organization of the book and the various translations. We wanted to write this letter 
to let you know some of the reasons behind our decisions and invite you into celebrating with us.
 There are two big decisions we made for this year’s book and we want to share them with you. 

The first was to organize the book by the functions of the church, not by the different ministries. We 
wanted to emphasize that we are one church, with many different parts. For this reason also, we decided 
to provide translation for every major article and testimony inside. You will find these in your appendix.  
 Our church is growing and evolving together as we enter into our 31st year. We struggle at times, 
and we’re far from perfect. All the same, we strive with all of our hearts towards God’s vision for QTEC. 
We believe this book reflects that, and we invite you to enjoy it with an open heart of praise for what God 
has done, and excitement for what God will do. 

 

The idea Behind the Church Logo
Torrance Pai – Designer

hoping to create something beautifully abstract but when I thought of what 
God's church should be, I thought of a beacon of love and care for it's 
neighbors, both Christians and non-Christians alike. Yes, it is a community 
within a heart (notice the white streets and avenues) with a cross to show 
where the church is (which isn't an actual map of our area), but beyond that, it 
is a community that forms a heart because Christ is at the center of it. For an 
English Ministry redefining its values and vision, caring and outreaching for 
our Flushing community was a crucial detail for our identity—we not only 
want to build each other here inside of our church, we also want to go beyond 
these walls and into our community as well.

hoping to create ssomometethhing beautifully abs
God's church should be I thought of a bea
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A Brief History of Origin about Evangelical Holiness Church 
How Queens Taiwanese Evangelical Church Came to Be

Where did the name “Queens Taiwanese Evangelical Church” come from?
 The name “Evangelical Holiness Church” originated in 1917 from the Japanese denomination 
of the Holiness Church, which was established with the assistance of Far East Evangelical Church, 
started by One Mission Society, formerly known as Oriental Missionary Society, International (OMS). 
Far East Evangelical Church was founded by a group of passionate Christians, led by Pastor Charles 
Cowman (Whose wife is the author of the famous devotional “Streams in the Desert”) and Pastor 
Nakada Juji. Their faith was strongly influenced by their American contemporary A. B. Simpson and 
his teaching of The Four-Fold Gospel: Jesus our Savior, Sanctifier, Healer, and Coming King.”
 The missionary outreach efforts of Far East Evangelical Church later expanded to South Korea, 
Brazil, China, and Taiwan. “Taiwan Holiness Church” was founded in 1926, forced to closed down 
during WWII in 1945, and was later rebuilt and renamed to “Taiwan Christian Holiness Church”. 
Together Taiwan Christian Holiness Church and Far East Evangelical Church founded Central Taiwan 
Theological Seminary in 1951 to train preachers for God’s kingdom. 
 Our dear Pastor Benjamin Kao was a graduate of Central Taiwan Theological Seminary in 1956, 
and served in various branches of the Evangelical Holiness Church throughout Taiwan for 26 years. He 
then immigrated to the United States in March 22, 1983 and moved to Flushing, Queens to share the 
Gospel. In August of the same year, Pastor Kao started a bible study group, and as it grew, he began a 
church in 1984. This church grew to become Queens Taiwanese Evangelical Church as we know it.
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1983   3.22 Rev. Benjamin Kao immigrates to 
Flushing, Queens

1984   1.1 First service is held in Rev. Kao’s home 
at 45-01 Kissena Blvd.

1984   3.23 Registered under the name of  “Queens 
Taiwanese Evangelical Church”

1987   2.8 Used Taiwan Center as place for worship
1988   7 Bylaws created by coworker group
1990   9.1 Discussed with First Presbyterian Church 

(FPC) to rent space for worship
1991   3.3 Changed meeting place from Taiwan 
 Center to FPC
           3.17 7th anniversary service
1992   6.7 Merger committee meeting with FPC
1993   5.16 FPC Senior Pastor resigns, merger 

committee dissolved
1994   2.6 Mission committee created
           6.25 10th anniversary service
1995   1.29 Church building committee created
           5.16 Purchased location at 40-31 165th St.
           11.26 First Sunday service at new building
1996   4.27 Special service for new church building
1997   1.10 Family small groups are formed
           3 Coworkers form pastor hiring committee
           5.14-17 Seven members attend “Purpose Driven 

Church” Conference in Southern CA
1998   1.1 14th anniversary service; Rev. Kao serves 

for 40 years in ministry, officially retires 
and becomes Honorary Pastor

1999   3.1 Brother Abraham Koo begins serving 
part-time in youth ministry

2000   4.28-30 First Mission Conference
           5.27-29 First Summer Retreat at Liebenzell, NJ
2001   7.22 Expansion of Early Morning Service
           8.1 Rev. YangShengYu begins shepherding 

QTEC
           9.1-3 New Summer Retreat location at 

Warwick, NY
           11.3 Rev. Yu installed as Senior Pastor, 

Brother Koo ordained as English Pastor
2002    1.26 1st Single Parents Fellowship
2003   6.27-28 Coworker Retreat at Liebenzell, NJ
           9.21 Monthly small group training starts
2004   5.29-30 20th anniversary service
2005   6.23-25 Billy Graham Crusade at Flushing-

Corona Park
2006   1.1 Established Gospel Center in Downtown 

Flushing at the office of Tan & 
Associates

2007    5.7  Kimberly Kao begins working with  
  Europe Campus Ministry (ECM) in East  
  Germany 

           8.2-6  First Vacation Bible Camp 
           9.2  Chinese Ministry begins 3-year Sunday 

  school curriculum of “Holistic    
  Cultivation of New Lifestyle” based on 
  Rick Warren’s “Purpose Driven Church” 

2008   2  Gospel Center moves to new location on 
  Prince Street
8.1-3  Youth Gospel Camp at Grace Manor
11.23  Brother Sunny Shih begins serving part-
  time in English ministry

2008   12.21  Chih-Wei & Hsiu-Hwa Wang attend a   
   short-term mission trip to East Germany 

  to help ECM and Kimberly
2009   5.20  Hsiu-Hwa Wang attends a 2nd short-term 

  mission trip to East Germany
7.17-18 Coworker Retreat at Hampton Bay, NY
7.26  Testimony night by Shinn-Rong Chung 
  & Amana Wang of “Ya Tong Theater   
  Company”
7.31-8.2 New Summer Retreat location at  
  Rosendale Retreat Center

2010   6.6  Gospel Center moves to new location on 
  Main Street 

           11  Music & Drama ministry training by  
  Shinn-Rong Chung & Amana Wang of 
  “Ya Tong Theater Company” 

2011   7.1  Brother Shih begins serving full-time in 
  English ministry 

           7.8-10  New Summer Retreat location at  
  DeSales University, PA 

2012   1.7  Bylaw Revision Committee formed 
           4.21  1st Bazaar fundraiser for plans of new   

  church  building 
           8.31-9.3First time attending Gospel Camp in NJ 
           9.15  2nd Bazaar fundraiser 
           9.22  Marriage Vow Renewal Ceremony 
           12.24  Music & Drama Christmas Eve program 
2013   3.23  Choir & Drama Team lead outreach  

  event at Chinese Evangelical Church 
           12.26-30 Sixteen members attend CMC in  

  Baltimore 
2014   5.3-11  Nine members attend a short-term  

  mission to Taiwan, led by Rev. Shi-Ting 
  Chen 
 10.1  Pastor Joshua Birchfield begins serving 
  part-time in English ministry 

QTEC 30 Year TimelineQTEC 30 Year Timeline
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A View on Church That Transforms Herself
Pastor Yu

     QTEC is thirty years old. An occasion to be thankful and joyful, but also worth reflection. Briefly 
speaking, our church went through the most difficult period of her beginning year and the subsequent first 
decade under the leadership of our founder Rev. Benjamin Kao and Mrs. Kao and their family, together with 
other founding pioneers and early members. It was followed by the period of purchasing and paying off of 
the current property with incredible challenges. Then was the exhilarating time of new prospect and 
development afterward. Immediately before and after Rev. Kao's retirement was a period of searching and 
waiting for the new pastor until the completion of succession. Then was the period of adjustment and 
expectations, expanding and trials. The ups and downs throughout all these have been beyond description.
     In this special issue of commemorating the thirtieth anniversary, I do not intend to talk about an easy topic 
but to reflect upon a deeper subject. After all, the church is not an ordinary social group. The purpose of the 
church is not merely to serve and care for the needs of its own members, but also to draw people locally and 
afar to worship and live for the Creator God.  To this end, the Master of the church Jesus Christ has given us 
the Great Commission, namely, to cultivate and equipment all his followers so that they will grow into 
maturity and be 'disciple makers.' 
     If we expect to see our church continue to grow and have breakthrough in every aspect, we must 
understand that our church need a different mode of operation and strategy in the current stage.
     Turning the pages of QTEC history, we cannot but notice the remarkable effort of seeking to transform 
our church toward the goal of "Purpose Driven Church" with new sets of concept and structure during the 
few years of 1997-2000 before the turn of the century. We had our first Mission Conference and first Whole 
Church Retreat on 2000. And we have been treading the path of such transformation one step at a time for 
more than a decade and a half with the hope of "Embracing the new century with faith, Initiating a new realm 
of the church."
     Our current Structure of the Leading Co-worker Team is designed to fulfill this purpose and implement its 
functions. It is based on the principle of "Building Teamwork Spirit, Delegating Different Levels of 
Responsibilities, and Assigning Specific Tasks." It should contain a holistic way of building up a church with 
the motto "Cultivating Each Believer to Be A Disciple and A Disciple Maker" in mind when we plan weekly, 
yearly and long term ministries.
     There have been many new trial-and-error given since then, including: 
(1) starting Family Groups from 1997 on; (2) attending the workshop of "Purpose Driven Church"; (3) re-
organizing the structure of co-worker's role and responsibilities with the idea of "Purpose Driven" during 
1997-1998, so that the Purpose and Mission of each church ministry is clearly stated; (4) starting "Sunday 
early morning Mandarin service" with courageous effort as an in-church planting; (5) explorating of tangible 
ways to implement "Purpose Driven" church ministry planning at Co-worker's Retreat in 2003; (6) initiating 
Evangelism Explosion III training in 2005, a holistic approach to carrying out church mission work by way 
of hit-and-run; (7) pioneering the outreach ministry of Flushing downtown Gospel Center during 2006-2013 
by way of sowing-and-reaping at the same time; (8) involving the Europe Campus Ministry to spread the 
gospel to Chinese international students in eastern Germany in 2007; (9) implementing the three year plan of 
"Holistic Cultivation of New Lifestyle" starting from 2007; (10) forming the 'accountability groups' in 
English Ministry in 2009; (11) re-designing Strategies for Future Church Renewal and Growth, namely, 
"Deepen Worship, Vitalize Small Group, Strengthen Teamwork, Broaden Mission", and adopting a set of 
video/ printed materials "ReGroup," designed by professional Christian Counselors, to further equip small 
group leaders for better skills in 2010; (12) establishing in 2013 "Core Team Members" for each ministry 
team of co-worker body, namely, Children, English, Worship, Caring, Discipleship, Service, Mission, 
Administration, Finance.  
     It has been full of trial and failure, doubting and speculating, frustration and recovering. This long journey 
has been leading us up to this point of thirtieth anniversary in 2014. 
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Now we have come to the realization that the lessons on which we need to focus are, on the one hand 
our "BEING," and on the other hand our "DOING." Our "BEING" includes our "Core Values" and our 
"Mission Statement." Our "DOING" is our Strategies for Church Life, namely, (1) "Deepen Worship, (2) 
Vitalize Small Group, (3) Strengthen Teamwork, (4) Broaden Mission." These have always been and still are 
the pivotal issues for our church to change and transform. Until we have made a big step to stride across, we 
will not be able to truly march onward.

I.  OUR "BEING”

A. OUR CORE VALUES -- What We Really Believe Here at QTEC:

•  God is our friend. 
•  Friendship with God is not earned by human 

effort, it’s God’s gift to us through faith in the 
person and work of his son Jesus. 

•  God always forgives us when we ask. 
•  The Bible is our manual for living. 
•  Prayer changes us and sometimes our 

circumstances.
•  Building relationships with other friends of Jesus 

in small groups, helps to keep us spiritually 
healthy.

•  God give every person a spiritual gift. We must 
discover the gift and use it to help others.

•  God cares immensely about people who don’t 
yet know about his son Jesus. God expects us to 
tell others about Jesus.

•  God cares about all relationships. A healthy 
relationship between men and women includes 
fidelity in marriage and celibacy in singleness.

•  Giving back a tithe of our money to God, pleases 
God, helps others, and keeps us from being 
selfish.

•  God cares about people who are hurting and we 
must care too.

•  Great things can happen, in us and through us, 
when we respond to God’s friendship.

•  Because of Jesus, God will always be our friend 
in life and in death.

B. VISION STATEMENT -- Of the Ministries of QTEC:

   Our prayer is that QTEC will be a place

  where people of northeastern Queens, NYC, 
mainly Flushing and its surrounding areas, 
those who are Taiwanese and Mainland 
Chinese and other ethnic immigrants, and 
international students, and their descendants, 
learn to live life with joy and purpose by 
experiencing God’s love, forgiveness and 
acceptance through a living and authentic 
friendship with his Son, Jesus. 

  where people learn how to love God back 
through the worship of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, not just a weekly church event, 
but as a lifestyle…at home, work, in all our 
relationships and decisions of life. 

  where tens of thousands of people are 
introduced to Jesus, God’s Son, who died on 
the cross to pay the debt of our sins, and are 
invited to follow him. 

  where there are hundreds of small group, 
where children, youth and adults are 
connected and growing in biblically centered 
community. 

  where every follower of Jesus has identified 
his/her spiritual gifts and using them in 
service to others in the name of Jesus. 

  where scores of people are called into full 
time vocational ministry, and where hundreds 
serve as short-term missionaries throughout 
the world. 

  where the needs of the poor, the oppressed 
and those in crisis, in the community and 
beyond are addressed with hope and dignity. 

  where a hundred people? Commit themselves 
to QTEC’s membership/discipleship vows. 

  where church facilities are able to serve two 
hundred and fifty to three hundred people at a 
time, with facilities that are inspiring, 
functional, adequate and well maintained, but 
never idolized. 

  where we are committed to extending the 
impact of Christ’s church through the startup 
of new churches and new ministry 
opportunities. 

  where grace and truth prevail to the glory of 
God.
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II. OUR DOING -- Our Strategies for Church Life: 

1. Deepen Worship 
a.  To have in-depth worship, personal knowledge of God must be thorough, and relationship with God 

must go deeper.  
•  Every service personnel must be well prepared;  planning must be thorough; coordination must be 

practiced. 
2. Vitalize Small Group 

a.   Our spiritual learning should be relevant to daily life, our relationship with others must go deeper, 
our sharing  should include personal needs and struggles, and we should pray for each other and grow 
together. 

b.  In order to maintain the vitality of a cell group and avoid being rigid, we need to ensure constantly 
bringing in newcomers and at the same time cultivate new leaders. 

3. Strengthen Teamwork 
a.  The Bible explicitly states that every part of the body of Christ is indispensable, and every member 

should be  equipped for the work of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up (Eph 4:12)   
b.  To have a healthy balance of growth in the church, church ministry should switch from operating 

merely by a  core team (the elected co-workers who are responsible for the church) and advance to 
operating by many teams  while carrying out their duties respectively (children, English, worship, 
caring, discipleship, ministry, mission,  administrative, financial ) but cooperatively with the same 
goal.  

4. Broaden Mission 
a.  To truly fulfill the mission mandate, one must look through the eyes of the universal Kingdom of God 

(required one to read, listen, experience, and understand more), and at the same time always be 
willing to start from the  surrounding community .  

b.  Mission workers must possess a big heart, deep thinking, and broad view. Only then will it bring forth        
determination and action.  

As we are gratefully celebrating the thirtieth anniversary of our church, it is imperative for us to acknowledge 
the lessons we are facing in our own church, and to realize that we need such teamwork and different levels 
of assumed responsibility to carry out our mission tasks. In so doing, we may prepare ourselves as empty 
vessels, ready for God's pouring down of His blessings.  And our vessels may able to be filled and not miss 
any of His blessings (2 Kings 4:3-4; Jeremiah 2:13). 

We must act like the apostle Paul, the pioneer missionary in church history who were constantly ready to take 
order from the Lord, willing to change his attitude and way of thinking according to the Lord's plan, and 
modify his ministry direction and route (Acts 16:6-10). 
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Mission

MISSION/EVANGELISM TEAM

PURPOSE:  To spread God’s truths
TARGET:    The community and unstable attendees
MISSION:    To spread the gospel to nearby communities, other cities, states, overseas countries, and cross-

cultural groups through planning, promoting, and supervising all out-reach events, new 
believer classes, mission and care-ministry teams, mission training programs, mission events/
programs, and church planting projects.
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Missions 
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Missions 
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My First Step To Mission
Samantha Yu

 As we mark QTEC’s 30th Anniversary and celebrate the many years that God used this 
community as a vessel to reach His people, I am reminded of the ways this little local bicultural 
church taught me to reach and extend beyond my own relationship with Christ. Throughout the 
years, I have seen the coming and going of many “mission conferences” and events, both ones that 
were held at our church, or ones that our church members have attended. Despite the many different 
opportunities I had of becoming better equipped to live a missional life, it wasn’t until I saw the 
active initiation of some QTEC members, like Kimberly, , , James Pan, etc., that I was 
truly moved and encouraged to take my first few steps in faith. God calls us to a life of faith, and a 
lot of those challenges are met when we find ourselves in foreign places, reaching the people for the 
sake of proclaiming Christ. What I heard and saw from the sharings of many individuals who have 
taken that step, is a discovery of how much faith it takes, but also a discovery of how much more 
faithful our God is. 
 For the last 8 years or so, each time Kimberly 

returns from East Germany, I am encouraged again and 
again by the turning around and growth of that campus 
ministry. It is incredible to see how our God moves in the 
hearts of those who seek after Him. Then to see other 
church members take on those burdens as their own, 
reminded me that God’s call to mission doesn’t just fall 
on the shoulders of an individual in a community. When I 
realized how infectious reaching out to others for Christ’s 
sake is, I began to better understand the role that mission 
plays in our daily walks with God. 
 What’s more, as I entered into college, I saw my peers become involved with Cru ministries, 

and it led to a few of their decisions to take on the challenge of the call and attend Cru Summer 
Projects/Missions. What further encouraged me wasn’t just their desire to go to the ends of the earth 
for the Gospel, but also the loving support of other QTEC members who gave and supported them so 
freely, both in finances and prayers. For me, it demonstrated a perfect picture of what it looks like 
when an entire church body comes together for the sake of the Gospel, and in this case, for the 
purposes of missional work. Finally, a full 21 years later, I found no good reason to ignore this 
calling of my own having seen and been inspired by so many QTEC members before me, both 
young and old. This summer, without really knowing what to expect, I attended my first mission trip, 
also with Cru, to East Asia, and I was overwhelmed by the outpour of love and support by my QTEC 
family members. Not only did it meet my own needs, but it overflowed to help cover for the needs of 
some of my teammates. 
 Summer project was probably one of the hardest things I’ve ever done, but definitely one that 
led to the most growth. When I began to take those first few steps of faith in living a missional life 
halfway across the world, I finally understood why those individuals who came and shared about 
their trips encouraged me so much; because I was able to experience the faithfulness of our 
incredible Creator. All the mission conferences in the world could not prepare me for the experiences 
of what it was like to actually be doing missions, but being able to see the passion of QTEC 
members gave me the encouragement I needed to take those first few steps without fear. 
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Caring
 

CARING/MEMBERSHIP TEAM

PURPOSE: Fellowship; nurturing the house of God
TARGET:   Members of the congregation and regular attendees of this church
MISSION:   Lead seekers to know and accept Christ through baptism and become members of this church. 

Tending to members of this church; take charge and initiate fellowship activities and coordinate 
tasks involved with weddings, funerals, home visits, crisis reliefs, small groups, and fellowship 
groups.
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   Care 
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Service

SERVICE/EQUIPPING TEAM

PURPOSE: To create and build ministries 
TARGET:   Members who are committed to serving the Lord through this church
MISSION:   Help church members discover their own traits, guide them to identify  suitable ministries, or to 

create new ministries, for the purpose that participants become evangelists and God’s servants. 
Through workshops and leadership training seminars to quip participants, and be responsible to 
supervise all ministry teams.
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Discipleship

DISCIPLESHIP TEAM

PURPOSE: Discipleship
TARGET:   Disciples; persons who are committed to grow in Christ
MISSION:  Through various educational courses to deepen spiritual maturity of QTEC church members. Take 

charge in planning adult Sunday school courses, Bible study groups, worship gatherings, small 
groups, and spiritual revival conferences, and provide materials and Biblical literatures as 
resources for spiritual growth.

DISCIPLESHIP TEAM

eship
h i d i Ch i
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          Discipleship 
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Discipleship 
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Retreat 
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Retreat 

43.



Worship

WORSHIP/MUSIC TEAM

PURPOSE: To worship and celebrate the presence of God
TARGET:   Members of the congregation and attendees of this church
MISSION:   To plan and promote participation of Sunday services; design Gospel Sunday services, and 

special Sunday services, and provide musical service resource. 

WORSHIP/MUSIC TEAM

ship and celebrate the presence of God
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I have been part of QTEC for almost three years, and throughout the three years I am very thankful 
for the growth in my musical abilities to serve God. Coming to QTEC, I did play various instruments, but 
did not have passion for any of them. Being part of worship team helped me I find passion to play the drums 
and guitar. Playing the guitar is now part of my own way of connecting with God—something I would have 
never imagined before.

  I remember my first time playing drums for service, I was so nervous. I had learned the how to play 
the snare in high school, but never a full set. The drums were also very loud, so if I messed up everyone 
would know. Even though I did make mistakes that day, the encouragement from everyone helped me not 
be so hard on myself. It has gotten easier as time has gone on, but it was through the help of many people. 
The worship leaders were particularly helpful in helping me be comfortable playing. I am still learning how 
to drum well, but I do not think I would have thought to get to this point if it was not for the opportunity to 
service on the worship team for QTEC. 

It is a blessing to be part of cultivating an environment for the Spirit of God to work in the hearts of 
everyone. I hope that this area of my life will continue to grow over the years. I am grateful for the safe 
environment that QTEC gives to allow people to grow, learn, and make mistakes.

Growth in Passion

environment that QTEC gives to allow people to grow, learn, and make m

Bridgeen Yap

47.



Fellowship

Fellowship allows us to build our relationship with one another and share God’s love among our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  We are united by the Spirit as one body in Christ.  Through fellowship with 
one another we sharpen one another's faith and stir one another to exercise that faith in love and good works.
In our church we have many fellowships and small groups, we have sister’s group, bother’s group, elderly 
group, family small groups that meet weekly to study God’s words and share what God have done in their 
lives. We also have outings, camping, and many special events throughout the year to help us build a strong 
bond with one another. 
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Fellowship 

50.



As we approach the celebration of our church’s 30 year anniversary, I reflect on how much God has led us and 
blessed us over the past thirty years. My heart is of full of praise and thanksgiving. QTEC is a family to me. God has 
blessed me with all kinds of brothers and sister in this big family where we love one another. We share our struggles, 
support and build each other up, and we grow together in faith. 

Like any family, our church family was not always in perfect harmony. There have been many obstacles and 
challenges to face over the years. Although QTEC was established by a few Taiwanese families in the mid 80’s, there 
are members who come from different parts of Asia with varying backgrounds, ideologies, and political views. We 
also have many young people who have grown up in America, so in addition to a generation gap and a language gap, 
they are culturally different from their parents who are accustomed to Asian traditions and customs. As a result, there 
is no shortage of conflict. As a co-worker of the church for the past few years I have seen many church conflicts on 
many different levels. There has been conflict between pastors, co-workers, members and even conflict within the 
different groups in the church. Some days, I can’t help but wonder if it is really possible to maintain unity in an 
organization as diverse as our church.

Even though it may seem difficult, the scripture it is very clear about unity. It tells us that we are called to live 
together in unity, oneness, with brotherly love, and harmony. Unity is a constant theme in the letters Paul wrote to the 
early churches: 

•  “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as 
you follow Christ Jesus” (Rom. 15:5).

•  “We who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others” (Rom 12:5).
•  “I appeal to you... in the name of ... Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no 

divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought” (1 Cor. 1:10,11).
•  "Aim for perfection ... be of one mind, live in peace” (2 Cor. 13:11).
•  “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one 

Spirit” (Eph. 4:3).
•  “Make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 

purpose” (Phil. 2:2).

Were these words just unrealistic dreams? Was it only some advice to help the church run more smoothly? Or 
is there a deeper, more fundamental reason that the scripture emphasizes the importance of unity? 

During the Last Supper, Jesus called for the disciples to love one another as He loved them. He concluded, "By 
this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:35). When Jesus prayed for 
the disciples, He said “Father, ... I pray…that they may be one…that the world may... know that you sent me"( John 
17:21, 23). Paul also tells us that when this unity exists, the church will “Glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Rom 15:5)  He continues to encourage Christians to “accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in 
order to bring praise to God... so that the Gentiles may glorify God" (Rom. 15:7, 9). 

Scripture tells us that unity is neither an unrealistic dream nor just an advice for church management. Unity is 
the very core and driving force of Christian life, especially for our Christian witness. The single biggest reason for 
maintaining unity is the impact it has on our witness. Our ability to maintain unity demonstrates to the world the 
power of the gospel to do what humans cannot do alone. The unity of the church is the greatest proof of how God's 
power and grace is working among us. Unity gives glory to God. It empowers our mission and enables our witness. 

At the end of year 2013, our church experienced a very unfortunate break up. Due to some unresolved conflicts 
and a build-up of resentment over various issues, a large group of our English Ministry members along with the formal 
English Ministry Pastor decided to leave our church family. It was devastating and heartbreaking for all of us who 
chose to stay. As we struggled to rebuild our English Ministry, we determined to put our faith in our Lord. We set our 
goal on strengthening the unity of our church by sharing our love for one another through combined events and 
focusing our ministry towards outreach and sharing the gospel to our community.

By This All Will Know That You Are My Disciples

Daniel Chen
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In past year, we have held several outreach events at the train station near our church. We have joined 
the Chinese Ministry in an Easter Egg Hunt outreach at Kissena Corridor Park, We have administered several church-
wide BBQs in our own backyard, We participated in an interchurch softball game at Grant Park and we joined the 
other church fellowships in a Korean pear picking outing. Recently, we reached out to our community with Reverse 
Trick-or-Treating on Halloween. We can clearly see God’s blessings and how He brings us close to Him and to one 
another though all these events. 

As we learn to understand and respect people of different cultures without a spirit of superiority and judgment, 
we can build bridges of tolerance and acceptance. We come to realize that the things that unite us are greater than 
those that divide us. So, as we celebrate and moving forward in expanding God’s kingdom for the years to come, let us 
witness to the world how great the power of God’s love could be through our love for one another in unity. Finally, let 
us continue to encourage one another with the following verse:
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another, if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity.” - Colossians 3:12-14
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Chinese Ministry  

QTEC started with only Taiwanese service but after a period of time, in order for their 
children to understand what was being preached, they started to add English translations to their 
service. In 1999, there were enough people to branch off to form an English Ministry and they 
formed their own English Worship Service. In 2001, there were many immigrants coming in who 
were unfamiliar with Taiwanese; therefore, the Chinese Ministry was split into 2 services, an earlier 
service in only mandarin and a later service in Taiwanese with Mandarin translations. This service 
system continued up until 2011 when we finally decided to get rid of translations and simply 
separated into Mandarin Service and Taiwanese Service. We would only have translations during 
Combined Service when the entire church gathers together. 

We have many different things going on during the week; Prayer Meeting and Ping Pong 
Ministry. We hope to use Ping Pong as a way to open up our church to our community and to reach 
out to those who are interested in the sport but have yet to hear the Gospel. We also have different 
small groups that meet on Fridays and Saturdays; such as, Family Small Group and other 
independent small groups. We also have a group who specialize in showing care to the church 
members. Our different small groups show that we continue to respond to what God has called us to 
do. Now, we have both a Taiwanese and Mandarin ministry, service, and worship team. Usually, 
each service operate on their own, but during combined service we work together as a team because 
we are one body in the same church and Christ is the head.  
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Children’s Ministry

CHILDREN/NEW GENERATION TEAM
PURPOSE: To nurture the children to become members of God’s kingdom 
TARGET: New generation Asian and other ethnic American children or the offspring of Asian and other  
ethnic immigrants
MISSION: Through ministering and teaching to guide children to meet Jesus; to nurture them to a vibrant 
and godly lifestyle; to help them build Biblical foundation and to grow in the house of God; teach them 
basic ministry skills; help develop in them wills to serve others; encourage them to share testimonies, to 
be aware, to care, and to pray for missionaries; and to collaborate with the Taiwanese and the Mandarin 
congregations to minister to the children’s families.
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“Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” (Luke 
18:16b) We started Children’s Sunday School to answer God’s call to introduce Christian faith and promote spiritual 
growth to our younger generation in a formal school-classroom like environment.  The Children Sunday School started 
around the same time as our church did.  In spite of limited resources in teaching materials, classrooms, teachers etc., 
our beloved brothers and sisters dedicated their time into the ministry without any reservation.  They promoted and 
educated the need for children to participate in the worship, singspiration, and Bible study in a capacity that they can 
comprehend, and in an atmosphere they can fully enjoy.  Many times, they have come to openly plead with the 
congregation to join them in this ministry.  When God is calling, His people respond.  Many brothers and sisters joined 
them in the following years with undivided dedication that is second to none; willing to make sacrifices on behalf of 
the children. These brothers and sisters give up their worship, or Bible study with brothers and sisters to 
unconditionally spend time with the children—leading them in worship, singspiration and Bible study all year round.

Today, our Sunday School consists of children mainly from age 4 to 11.  We have a combined group lesson and 
three classroom classes according to their age ranges. We also have been following Group Publishing for both Sunday 
School as well as Vacation Bible School (VBS). When a member of Children Sunday School is graduating from 6th 
grade, he/she will be moving forward to English Ministry to continue his/her spiritual journey in Christ.  The teachers 
in Children Sunday School are no longer limited to the parents of children who are attending the school, many 
members of English Ministry also participating in teaching whom themselves were members of Children Sunday 
School before.  

In addition, we have organized VBC for 4 summers in last 5 years, with the number of children attending 
ranging from 25 to 50+.  Teachers and helpers come from members of CM, EM and neighboring churches.  The 
program consists of singspiration, Bible Adventure, Untamed Games, Critter Cafe and Imagination Station.  
Everybody joined to prepare and decorate the sanctuary to give all participants an unique and different kind of 
experience.  Anyone who was once part of VBS, no matter he/she is the teacher or student, knows that the experience 
and memory will last a life time.

We pray and hope that our Children Sunday School will continue to provide a solid education in Bible and 
more importantly, introduce an opportunity for all, teachers and children are included, to experience God’s grace and 
mercy personally.

“Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.”  1 Tim 4:12

This article is written in dedication to many brothers and sisters who responded God’s calling and spent countless 
hours behind the scenes serving His children’s needs.
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 In the early years of QTEC, the English ministry started off simply as a 
fellowship, where youth and college students, led by several counselors, gathered to 
worship and grow in the Word of God. In 1999, the ministry began to take on more 
structure under the guidance of Pastor Abraham Koo with formal services, discipleship 
groups, and outreach activities taking place. In 2008, Pastor Sunny Shih took over the 
work of leading the English ministry and sharing the Gospel with them.  Through 
these years, many of the students responded to the love of Christ and continued to serve 
the people in their communities.  Many of the students responded to the love of Christ 
and continued to serve in different communities.
 Today, our ministry continues to grow in faith and in numbers. We meet regularly 
to worship, learn, and fellowship throughout the week. We serve the different ministries 
of QTEC through visitations, cleanups, and special BBQ events celebrating Mother’s and 
Father’s day. We reach out and evangelize to our communities both near and far in 
sharing the gospel with sides of hot cocoas, cookies, and reverse trick-or-treat bags. 
 We confess our brokenness to one another and learn to live in the power of Christ, 
and we are a growing church family that is committed to sharing God’s love with one 
another and beyond.
We are reminded by what it says in 1 Corinthians 12:12, “For just as the body is one and 
has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 
with Christ.” 
 Although at times we experience difficulties in relating, or even communicating, 
with some members due to cultural or language differences, we all learn to grow and 
serve one another with Jesus as our cornerstone; we are called in one body, and for that 
we are thankful.
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I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, always in every 
prayer of mine for you all making 
my prayer with joy, because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the 

first day until now…

…And I am sure of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will bring 
it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.   Philippians 1 : 3-6

Thanksgiving and Prayer
Alanna Bethon
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Prayer Meeting – Crazy Love
Amanda Wu

This drawing was inspired by our Wednesday night prayer meetings and chapter one of our 
book study on Crazy Love by Francis Chan. It illustrates our position on earth and God's 

position in heaven. Every time we pray, we take the needs of His people and bring it before 
God in His throne room in heaven, with Christ as our intercessor. 

eyyPrayer Meeting – Crazy Love
Amanda Wu

gg

This drawing was inspired by our Wednesday night prayer meetings and chapter one of our
book study on Crazy Love by Francis Chan. It illustrates our position on earth and God's 

g p y y g p y g p

position in heaven. Every time we pray, we take the needs of His people and bring it before
y y y p

God in His throne room in heaven, with Christ as our intercessor.
y p y, p p

83.



I’ve been coming to QTEC since I was in second or third grade. I remember being on the third floor, trying to 
correct the spelling and grammar on the transparencies from the back of the class. Outside, we would hit every single 
ball we could find over the low roof at the end of the backyard. It didn’t matter if they were the tiny bouncy balls like 
the kind you find in a gumball machine, or kick-balls the size of large watermelons—if we could find the baseball bat, 
they were going over the wall.

______Reaping What You Sow____

Sunroot Liu

they were going over the wall.

I remember being in the youth group when it was still called the youth 
group. They told me to keep an eye on this skinny, taller kid who came from 
Taiwan and was the new pastor’s son. He didn’t always talk a lot, but he liked 
playing FIFA 2002 and understood the code of honor when it came to edge-
guarding in Smash Brothers, so obviously we became best friends. We went 
on trips to Mineola to learn how to build models, how Tamiya is better than 
Trumpeter but not how to unstick your fingers after you glue them together.

There was a stopwatch Pastor Abe used for when we would set-up and 
take-down the worship team equipment. We were still meeting in the cafeteria 
at the time. He drove us hard, but there was purpose in it. I bet you didn’t 
know our Youth Group had the highest concentration of Seekers presidents in 
the whole city. At any given time, if you were sitting with us, eating KFC, the 
person on your left or your right was probably leading a Christian fellowship 
somewhere in a New York City public school. It was a good time to be a 
QTEC’er.

Almost ten years later, after going away to college, traipsing across the globe, and living in the city of angels, 
I am back in my childhood home on 165th St.. Let me tell you, I have never been this excited to be a part of this 
family. God is indeed faithful. In all my years here, I’ve never seen QTEC this vibrant, energetic, and empowered by 
the spirit to do great work.
 I came back last year, and in a year, I’ve watched as this group rose up from a place of deep tragedy and 
sadness. I’ve seen warm love and gooey affection across generations and age groups. I’ve seen people confess sin, 
only to be loved loudly and unconditionally. I’m inspired when I see people make heart-wrenching sacrifices in 
obedience to God and I watch as the youth commit their lives to God, not just their words, but their hands. Don’t 
underestimate the young ones, they have set an example of love for Flushing neighbors. They do it with free hot 
chocolate or warm smiles and they are bold about their faith. I’ve seen baptisms (in a pool!)and new Christians. I’ve 
welcomed new friends and old friends too. 

There is so much going on at QTEC during the week 
that I’m discovering new things all the time. That’s a great 
problem for a church to have. When the girls meet up on their 
own to have sleepovers and brunches (the men are jealous), or 
when the youngest of us meet online to study the bible 
together, you can’t help but praise God for what He’s doing. 
 Every week, I’m beaming with pride for the growth of 
our group, not just in number but in quality. Every week, I 
learn more about the leaders who have always carried this 
church on their backs, from the time they led me in Children’s 
Ministry, to now, when I’m called to be a role model for their 
children too (the phrase  comes to mind). 
 The celebration of QTEC’s 30 Year anniversary is a testament to all of these faithful people and the faithful 

God they serve. We aren’t perfect, and like any family, we have our fights, but at the end of the day we come together, 
at the dining table and the communion table. We break the bread and laugh together or sometimes we cry. Today, we 
raise a toast, we raise our voices to the God who has brought us this far, and who will bring us further still. 
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。
-Jefferson Pan

Counting the blessings
faithful love carrying us
be the light that shines

-Daniel Chen

We are family
we are the QTEC EM

we are loving God
-Abby, Ashley, Caleb & Josh

Jesus died for us,
while we were living in sin,

love conquers all things
-Jeff Yu

Jesus, son of God
bondservant—I am always,

there is none like You
-Amanda Wu

QTEC family
we are the children of God

English Ministry
-Ashley Choi

God so loved the world
our Lord washed our sins away

I give Him my life
-Pastor Josh Birchfield

QTEC is our home,
our family is right here,

God is our life-line
-Josh Chien

Church family life,
Saved through grace, gift from the Lord

Life only in Christ
-Chris Chan

Always trust the Lord
The church is my family—

family under Christ
-Mei Chen

Macarons are sweet
but not as sweet as QTEC—

the home of sweetness
-Grace Yeh

QTEC family
love and support each other

we are really cool
-Caleb Chien

our ‘lil church in Queens
all people trying to be 

Evangelical
-Sunroot Liu

Poems about QTEC
QTEC English Ministry
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Translations

Thankfulness
Beili Zheng

  I thank God for bringing my husband and I to QTEC eleven years ago. Since I started to come. I have 
always felt God's presence in this loving family. When there is someone who is in pain or going through 
difficult times, the Holy Spirit is especially strong at work among the brothers and sisters. They provide 
unselfish gifts, unselfish help and unselfish outpour of love. We are as close to one another as our own 
families. I thank God that I have found my home. God has given me a warm family, abundant gifts, and 
unlimited grace. Thanks be to God forever! Amen.

Three Visits to Queens Taiwanese Evangelical Church
Pastor Pai

Pastor Kao is my long-time friend, who I first met in seminary in Taiwan. At that time, 4 of us pastors 
joined together to serve God, through our mutual love for music. I still feel the excitement when I recall the 
times we practiced and served the surrounding churches together.

I remember in 1983, Pastor Kao said he was immigrating to New York and came to bid farewell. I asked 
him “what do you plan to do? He said “I want to start a church!” and left with a heart full of passion for 
missions. 

I went to visit Pastor Kao in the summer of 1985. During that time, he had already started the church, 
with the name “Queens Taiwanese Evangelical Church”. Who knew that he really would accomplish what he set 
out to do! When I visited him in the summer of 1991, I again witnessed the growth that took place. I was really 
thankful for them.

In April of 1996, QTEC had just purchase its own building and was holding a thanksgiving service. I 
remember I was invited to represent the Federation of Evangelical Holiness Church of Taiwan to preside in the 
service. I remember I use the topic “Golden Menorah” to encourage the congregation.  I see that there is much 
thrive and progress in the church. After the thanksgiving service Pastor Kao and some co-workers came speak 
to me. Pastor Kao told me he will be retired in a few years. So, they are starting to conceder hiring a new pastor. 
I remember, at the time, Pastor Kao listed three requirements for the new pastor: 1. Evangelical Holiness 
Church background. 2. Attended College in Taiwan and 3. Attended Seminary in US.

The past 3 visits to QTEC, I have deep feeling that Pastor Kao have a really strong love for Evangelical 
Holiness Church. He insisted in keep a connection with Taiwanese Evangelical Holiness Church by keeping a 
similar church name, and by the requirement he set for search of the new pastor.

Today QTEC is celebrating its thirty year anniversary. I thought of what Paul said in Philippians 1:5-6,  
“Because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

May God bless QTEC, that through Pastor Yu, the co-workers and the entire congregation’s service in 
unity; the ministry will become increasingly prosperous, that the Name of the Lord will be greatly glorified. And 
may the Lord bless and keep Pastor Kao with health and joy with his family.

86.



Planting the Seeds of the Gospel
In remembrance of my mother-in-law Zhou Xiuqin

James & Jenny Chung

 Christians have a common hope that one day we will meet in heaven with the Lord Jesus. This is the 
King's banquet; it will be such a joyous time for people! However, I fear that Jesus will ask me this question, 
“My child, you’ve come to the U.S. for decades, and during these times, who cared for you the most?”  “My 
mother-in-law” I would reply.  Then he would ask, “Where is she then?" I thought to myself “Oh no, I actually 
forgot about her!”         
 My mother-in-law’s name, Zhou Xiuqin was in our New Jersey church prayer list for more than a 
decade. Although our family of four believed in the Lord, it seemed like an impossible thing for my mother-in-
law to believe. She always had many reasons to reject. It seemed even more impossible since the majority of her 
friends weren’t Christians.  
 In the summer of 2011, during a prayer meeting for a gospel camp, my wife Zhou Qingfen, asked the co-
workers to pray to God to have mercy and save her mother’s soul. Once again, Qingfen took up the courage to 
invite her mother to attend the gospel camp. I remember that day; Qingfen brought a DVD of different 
testimonies to watch with her mother. She said to her mother, “The story of Mama Po in this DVD really 
reminds me of you”. Then we sat down to watch the story of Mama Po, an ordinary Christian accomplishing 
extraordinary things. Mama Po said, “When I see Jesus, I have nothing to offer Him except homemade food 
recipes.” 
 My mother-in-law was extremely touched by this story and to Qinfen’s surprise, gladly accepted her 
daughter’s invitation to the gospel camp. In order to make her feel more comfortable, we asked her to invite 
four of her good friends to go with her. We assured her that we would cover the registration cost. That year, 
aside from serving at the gospel camp, my biggest responsibility was to drive them to and from the camp. While 
in the car listening to their conversation, I knew that God was already at work in their hearts. Mom’s heart 
softened and became more receptive of the gospel. 
 For the gospel camp, each Christian is supposed to bring a non-believer. After arriving at the camp, the 
five of them were placed in the same small group.  Her small group leader later told me that she was the only 
unbeliever in the group which I first felt embarrassed about, but in retrospect, it was all part of God’s plan to let 
her be surrounded by Christian friends and be touched through the message by the Holy Spirit.
 After the gospel camp, we wanted to find a Taiwanese church in Flushing, so our Pastor Lee from New 
Jersey recommended QTEC. Since then Qinfen and I, drove from New Jersey to Flushing every Sunday to go to 
church with my mother-in-law. On Thanksgiving of 2011, Qinfen’s wish for her mother to accept Christ as her 
Lord and Savior came true.  Our God is truly a faithful God! “The prayer of a righteous person has great power 
as it is working.” (James 5:16)
 My mother-in-law always loved to help others; she continued to do so even more joyfully after she got 
baptized. In the next two years, she brought sixteen of her friends to the gospel camp and eight also became 
believers. Two years ago, my mother-in-law and Qinfen shared their testimonies at the Taiwan Center wanting 
the spread the good news to the people of Flushing. For someone who just became a believer, it was a 
tremendous encouragement to see her share the gospel like that.  “Preach the word; be ready in season and out 
of season.” (2Timothy 4:2) 
 My mother-in-law loved to spend her time as a volunteer. She knew many people and had a certain 
impact on the community of Flushing. She even won a presidential volunteer service award. She continued to 
use the gift of service to spread the seeds of the gospel. “Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and 
gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 
‘One sows and another reaps.’” (John 4:36-37) 
Pastor Lee of New Jersey and Pastor Yu of QTEC are the two people that my mother-in-law respects and was 
influenced by the most. I want to especially thank Pastor Yu, Mrs. Yu, and Pastor Lee for their love and care 
during the time when my mother fell ill.

 We’ve only been to QTEC for three years, but it feels like it’s been thirty. I’m thankful for the loving 
family we have here, welcoming us into their midst. Hallelujah, praise the Lord!87.



As For Me and My House, We Will Serve The Lord
Hsiu-Hwa Wang

 Ever since I came to QTEC in 1997, it has always felt like home to me. In the past thirty years, my 
parents, brother, and husband Chih-Wei all came to experience the power of God in changing their lives and 
became believers. I was also blessed through opening my house up for a small group, getting to know and work 
with old and new members alike.

When Kimberly shared with us her vision and experience of serving the immigrant Chinese students in 
East Germany, my husband and I felt touched to answer God’s calling. Even though we weren’t sure what we 
could do, in 2008 we still went in faith, but when we witnessed the thirst and love these students had for the 
Gospel, our hearts were filled with joy, and we continued to come and serve this passionate, growing group of 
young student Christians the following year.

The change in my husband’s life after he became a believer also drastically affected my family. All of my 
sons witnessed the miraculous change that took place, then one by one God met them in different ways, and 
they gave their lives to live for Christ, including my daughter-in-law, who was committed to getting baptized 
before entering my family. 

This year my husband was discovered with a tumor and needed surgery to remove it. During this difficult 
time, brothers and sisters were extremely helpful in providing meals and visiting. Through the blessing and 
abundance of God’s presence, and the love and support of our spiritual family, God is constantly reminding us 
to forget what lies behind and strain forward to what lies ahead, press on toward the goal for the prize in Christ!

My Spiritual Harbor 
Kimberly Kao 

 QTEC is my spiritual home. It has accompanied me for over 27 years. As I reflect on the past years, I can 
clearly see God’s guidance along the way. Although there are ups and downs, God’s hand never leaves me, and 
His blessings never end. 

 In the first 10 years of QTEC, with the love and care loving counselors constantly surrounding me, I 
went from being a seeker, to getting baptized, then broken by the Lord, and finally rebuilt in Him. In the second 
10 years, I witnessed the church purchase its own building, transform, be led by God through various crises, and 
experience His abundant grace and miracles beyond our imaginations, greatly strengthening our faith along the 
way. In the last 10 years, God reminded me that after being in this church full of love, I couldn’t just be on the 
receiving end. He called me to share whatever I gained, and moved me to join the missions field of the 
“European campus ministry”, which also became the turning point of my spiritual life. 

 Often you can only appreciate what a loving and supportive spiritual home you have until you have left 
it. The love and support I received from the pastors and brothers and sisters in QTEC have given me comfort 
when I felt lonely in the mission field of Germany. The first time I stepped into the mission field, brothers and 
sisters started a prayer and fasting chain for me for a month and a half in support of me. Now, after eight years, 
there are still many brothers and sisters who continue to have fast and pray for me each time I step back into the 
mission field. These prayers truly give me strength in times of weakness; though I stand in the face of seemingly 
insurmountable difficulties or obstacles, I have no fear, knowing that there is a army of warriors praying behind 
me.  

 In the past years, God used this spiritual harbor to be my shelter during those times when I was 
completely exhausted, finally returning to my home in New York but totally drained, surrounded me with an 
abundance of love from my brothers and sisters and filled me with the love of God, and gave me the momentum 
once again, to step out and fight for our Lord.  Whether in financial support, prayer, or action, what QTEC gave 
to the European Campus Ministry is beyond my expectation and imagination. I know that I was not worthy, yet 
I still received such great love. It was not for me, but for our Lord. May the Lord bless us and use QTEC more 
and more for His kingdom. 
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The Path of the Lord Full of Blessing
Mary Tsao

 QTEC is my spiritual home, it’s where I learned how to share the Word with my brothers and sisters, and 
in turn have been blessed by their encouragements, affirmed by them to continue to serve. As I looked through 
my two drawers, filled with thank you notes, I can hardly believe that I’ve done so much to serve my church. 
QTEC also taught me another lesson in caring for people. Some people came to Christ through follow-ups, 
some people were touched through an unworthy vessel like me. After hearing many people’s stories, I came to 
realize that I lived a very blessed life in comparison.

QTEC is my home, where many people care for me. Their love makes my son’s pending jail sentence 
ever so bearable. But how could I bear to see my son, whom I cared for even while he was in my womb, to take 
on such things! I’ve always visited someone else’s son when I was involved in prison ministry, and now it is my 
own son whom I have to visit. Yet the care and love of QTEC has helped me to wipe away my tears, and they 
stand by me during those hardest nights. For that, brothers and sisters, I thank you!

QTEC is special in the way that it cares, how it’s honest and pure, and accepting of its people. Here you 
cannot find any ruthlessness, any conflict, or any holding on to of another’s sin; it is always met with acceptance 
and patience. When I look back, as far as I know, people have never left the church because they couldn’t feel 
the love. Therefore I want to say that, though QTEC is not a big church, it does have a big heart.

As I look back at the last 10 years, I see the path of the Lord has been filled with blessings. Though I am 
another year older now, but my desire to serve is still strong. Just as Paul said: “Forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus.” Press on, brothers and sisters of QTEC! Let us continue to strive forward. Hallelujah! Glory be to God!

My Cup Overflows 
Si-Ding Rong

“The Lord is my shepherd … I shall not want...Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me…” Since I came to know Christ 10 years ago, this Psalm has been 
the portrait of my life.
 With God’s blessings, each step I took in the past 10 years was filled with His grace, and I am thankful 
that God has made me His child. I went from a world without God to a world with God, and I am no longer the 
same person as before. The changes in my life and my faith have given me a new identify in the kingdom of 
God. In these 10 years since I came to know Him, though it’s only a small portion of my life, I have felt the 
most hope, fulfillment, and peace, and I will continue to carry my cross down this path forever. Even though the 
skies may turn gray and life have its troubles, God’s grace is sufficient for me. 

There was a point in time when I experienced the grave difficulty of walking through that “valley of 
death”, and just when I thought all was lost, God revealed the power of His cross to me, embraced me with His 
love, and rescued me from the hands of death.

I thank God that those who love Him no longer live in shame. I also thank God for placing me in this 
church family that is full of love, and for placing the loving brothers and sisters by my side as I journey through 
the struggles of life. Together we experience God’s sovereignty at work, and through their actions I see 
wonderful imprints of God’s love in my life.

“He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside still waters.” I will give thanks, always. 
These 10 years have been filled with joy, hardships, and many lessons, but with my eyes on Christ and His 
Kingdom, I continue to see his grace fill my cup, so much so that it overflows. 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”
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Remembering the Journey of Grace
Nancy Yu

Since QTEC was founded in 1984, God has blessed this church with an abundance of amazing stories 
that continues to motivate us. Whether people come through our doors by a friend’s invitation or through a web 
search, our church family has shared in both laughter and sorrow as we grow.

It says in Deuteronomy 11: 11-12: “The land that you are going over to possess is a land of hills and 
valleys, which drinks water by the rain from heaven, a land that the Lord your God cares for. The eyes of the 
Lord your God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year.” Though the Promised 
Land had many treacherous mountains and valleys, God also promised that he would care and watch over them. 
Through the faithful obedience of Pastor Kao and others before us, the message of the gospel has continued to 
spread from one generation to another, to challenge and encourage us as we press on. No matter the participant 
or the audience, we have learned to serve faithfully in every situation, just as it said: “Then he will answer them, 
saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’” (Matthew 
24:45) Our world is a field ready for harvest; whether we serve the people here in New York, the immigrant 
students overseas, or even in the homes of unbelievers, when we faithfully serve together, we become 
extensions of Christ’s love.

I recall seeing the testimony about a woman who was blind, half deaf, and half paralyzed, confined to 
live in a small, dark room for more than half a century. When asked if God was too cruel to her, she fervently 
answered “No! I dared not ask why God wants me to endure such pain, I only dared to ask him ‘What do you 
want me to do?’” Such faith touched and reminded me that no matter the obstacles, we still live every day in the 
fullness of God’s grace. As we move forward, let us not forget the promises and goodness of God, and that we 
need to continue to share and live out this journey in the grace of God!

My Walk With Our Choir
Samantha Liu        

 In the 1980s, QTEC had a group of brothers and sisters who love God and music and wanted to use 
music to share the message of God’s love and grace. When I became the conductor of the choir, Pastor Kao told 
me that the choir is the furnace of the church. This furnace can’t be dimmed and it warms the people who come 
to church. These words still continue to affect me to this day, 20 years later. They remind me that no matter the 
hardship, you must persevere and keep the burner going and growing brighter.

About four years ago, after being away from this church for 13 years, I came back to my mother church 
QTEC. God has once again called me to serve Him as choir conductor. During this process, my brothers and 
sisters and I have experienced much of God’s blessings. We thank God for blessing us with choir members who 
love to worship. Every time we practice, it seems like the room is full of laughter, sometimes to the point of 
crying. We remind each other of the love God has for us and God has used our worship to renew the faith of 
those who love him, helping us grow.
        This year, our choir had two opportunities to worship with the church. Pastor Yu led us to spread the 
blessings we received to the church. We were able to use our music to tell others of the miracles God has done. 
Thank God for using us to do his work. It was God himself who made it possible for us to keep the fire burning. 
Now that it’s the 30 year anniversary, God has reminded us to rely on Him with all of our heart, soul, mind and 
strength, to serve him forever with the blessings he has given us.

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! Praise him for his mighty 
deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness! Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and 
harp! Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! Praise him with sounding 
cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the 
Lord! - Psalm 150
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The Artistry of God
Jason Chang

 I was born in a small village of Taiwan, and since we were not well-off, I had to take a break for 2 years 
before I could move from elementary school to middle school. My future, I thought, seemed bleak and I didn’t 
have the motivation to take school seriously. I was only interested in reading some non-school-related books 
and doing impromptu paintings, but I couldn’t quite afford to buy art supplies. I didn’t know God at the time, 
yet He was already watching over me. I am thankful that through His blessings, I was gifted with an eye and a 
talent for art. Though I had no teacher, I taught myself how to draw and got accepted into the National Taiwan 
University of Arts. I moved to America in 1982 and had the opportunity to further pursue my studies, was 
eventually invited to teach classes in several universities, and finally became a professional painter.
 Before knowing God, each time when I heard students comment on my work and say “Wow, this is the 
artwork of God!.” I used to always be filled with pride and thought highly of myself. After coming to Christ, 
however, I finally understood that it was God who holds the paintbrush. If it wasn’t for Him who gave me the 
gift to understand art, the capacity for creativity, and capable hands, I would have never been able to become a 
painter. God is, in fact, the greatest artist; he created light, colors, nature and the night sky. Even painters are 
God’s creations, and ever since I received God’s blessings I have been able to see and appreciate the beauty of 
this world. 

“The Artistry of God” implies that God is the true artist. Painters are blessed by God to reach out to the 
people of the world who are going through hardships and suffering, and use their carefully crafted arts to bring 
comfort, rest, relieve stress, and bring love and beauty to life. I thank God for His wonderful plan, that He gave 
everyone different gifts. For example, when surgeons conduct difficult operations, even separate Siamese twins, 
show that aside from being great doctors, it is through God’s blessings that each incision of the scalpel is being 
carefully guided by God’s hand, thus it can also be said that it is “the workmanship of God.” NBA player 
Jeremy Lin also speaks of his unbelievable run at the height of “Linsanity”, that it happened through God’s 
strength, not his own, in what he describes as “the sportsmanship of God”. Whether small or big, God blesses 
us, not for us to take pride in ourselves, or even withhold those gifts, but rather to glorify God and His will. 
“But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift” (Ephesians 4:7) How careful 
and thoughtful is our God, that He blesses us with different gifts that all speak of His marvelous grace.

In October of 2014, I was honored with an award of outstanding alumni from National Taiwan 
University of Arts, I had also received over 40 awards in US during the past 30 years. All these honors are 
blessings from God. When Mrs. Yu found out that I was invited to receive the award and also to other cities in 
Taiwan and China for speeches and art exhibits, she lovingly asked me: “Did you ever think that you would be 
at where you are today when you first started art ?” I answered honestly: “No, I never even dared to consider it, 
all of this was God’s doing and all the glory goes to Him.” 
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Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the Life
Zhou Tang Shun

 I come from a deep rooted Buddhist/Taoist background. When I was young, my parents taught me to 
worship different idols and participate in many ceremonies and rituals. I went through the motions without 
really believing but I was curious about the different teachings.
 The first time I heard about the God of the bible, I thought of Jesus and Buddha as the same person. They 
just had different names and different ways of interacting with people and helping them. I thought following 
Jesus wasn’t as complicated as following Buddha. So that’s how I began following Christ.
 I started to study the bible along with other believers, though I didn’t fully believe in what I was reading. 
Since I had a hard time understanding it, I didn’t always enjoy reading the bible. In QTEC, I had a chance to 
hear Pastor Yu’s teaching of the Bible. His teaching was both deep and broad, interesting and practical that it 
attracted me to the Word and slowly changed perspectives. I finally realized that Jesus is very different from the 
other gods I worshipped. He is the Truth that leads to eternal life. 
 I learned that it’s important to know the truth. I even began to talk other to people about faith issues! I 
am thankful for Pastor Yu’s excellent teaching and thankful that God has helped me to grow.

Encounter the Lord, Embrace the Lord, Follow the Lord
Phil Sun

 The memory is still very clear in my mind. It was Labor Day of 2005 and the skies were clear. The air 
was refreshing in front of my eyes was a green pasture. It was the Warwick campsite.
 When we entered into God’s garden that evening, smiling faces welcomed us. We were like weary 
travelers warmly welcomed home. Someone told us later that even though we decided to come to the retreat at 
the last minute, the brothers and sisters prepared the best rooms for us.
 When my wife and I decided to attend, we wanted to enjoy the fresh air and the retreat activities were 
just a necessary evil. Nevertheless, God’s hand was at work, In the beginning, we participated half-heartedly, 
but the three days of activities changed my life. You could say that it saved me. 
 Just like many people who go to Warwick, I was searching for the meaning in my life, I always read and 
searched different ways but could find a good answer that I could accept. The retreat speaker said “Do not be 
like a boat in the middle of the ocean, tossed by the waves, following other people. In Christ, you are a new 
creation.” These words moved my heart and when the pastor asked if anyone would accept Christ to become a 
new creation, I raised my hand and made my decision without hesitation. I knew God’s light was in me and I 
had found my spiritual home
 When you are immature, you secretly think about how much God will bless us, but God has changed my 
thoughts from worldly thinking about what benefits we can get, to loving the lord and other people. Now, I only 
boast in the lord. With a thankful heart, I try very hard to serve him. In the small groups, I have new brothers 
and sisters to study God’s word with (we even got baptized at the same time). Together, we sing out our 
thankfulness and joy. 
 Psalm 1 - “but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like 
a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he 
does, he prospers.” I pray that God helps us to understand the Word and take off the old selves and take on the 
new ones. I’m getting too old to be a caterpillar, but with God’s grace, I will become a young butterfly to glorify 
God. My prayer is that God will watch over our church so that we can glorify God and benefit people and 
become a tower that will bring salvation.
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Amazing Grace
Susan Pan

 In 1998, God led my family to QTEC. I first stepped in, with my two year old Lily, to a Wednesday night 
prayer meeting, and ‘til this day I am a prayer warrior alongside my church family. That same year, I opened up 
my house for hosting church small group. Pastor Kao’s lead us by example on how to pray and give thanks for 
all things, and I learned to always pray before I act. Over time, my husband James also witnessed the passion, 
patience, and persistency of various brothers and sisters, that he eventually gave his life to Christ as well! Since 
then we have learned to serve our church community together, God also blessed the growth and maturity of our 
small group, and in turn we have also come to trust Him more. Just as it says in Psalm 23: “the Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.”

My family small group continued for the next 12 years, but during this time, I also felt God pressing us 
on to reach out to the community of Downtown Flushing. Again, Psalm 23 says: “He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake.” No longer could I stay in a comfortable place and be content; it was time to 
bring the boat to the deep end of the sea and spread the net in faith. For the next eight years we began serving in 
the Gospel Center, we experienced many highs and lows, but I did not count it as loss, for it was for the purpose 
of preaching the gospel to his people. Regarding the seeds that were planted, just as the Word says in 1 
Corinthians 3:6: “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth”, even if I do not reap anything, I still 
praise my God for the promise of growth he gives. I have also been tremendously blessed by the people of the 
Gospel Center, one of who has decided to return to her homeland to preach the gospel.

I am also thankful that my daughter was brought up with a solid foundation of the Word, and continues 
to serve and share the love of Christ in her college fellowship. She spent this past summer serving a short-term 
mission project in Southern Taiwan, sharing the gospel with many children. Being able to see one generation 
continuing to influence another is such a blessing and encouragement! I hope that the next 30 years to come, we 
will have an even deeper love for our Lord, proclaim the love of the cross, work together to build up the church, 
and shine brightly in this world of darkness. May all praise and glory be to God!
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This is a Miracle
Easter Kao

November 1st , 2009, as we were getting ready to go to service, Pastor Kao’s head suddenly 
twisted to the right and he began to mutter things I did not understand.  I noticed something was wrong  
and immediately called 911. Five minutes later, the ambulance came and Pastor Kao was sent to the 
emergency room. It was cerebral and PTA was applied right away, but after 24 hours it was still 
ineffective.

On November 3rd, Pastor Kao had a cerebral vascular rupture, and was immediately rushed to 
North Shore Hospital for intubation. A Jewish physician told me "Your husband has a very high 
intracranial pressure, we would need to insert a tube into his head to guide the brain's blood out. If this 
step fails, we would have to perform the second step.”  I wasn’t able to understand what he meant by 
that. He told me “If  that was still not enough, we would need to move onto the third step, which is 
open brain surgery." That night, I went home and I felt a huge weight inside my heart. I had no peace 
and I couldn’t sleep, so I got up and prayed. I cried "Father God, how could this be? I'm afraid, what 
should I do?” I don’t remember how long I cried that night, but at some point God  reminded me of his 
love for Pastor Kao. At that moment, I couldn’t see nor hear anything. God was speaking directly to my 
heart. I can’t describe what I felt at that moment but it became clear to me that God loves him and I 
immediately said, "God,  you love him and that is enough. You are the almighty God; I will hand him 
over to You. You don’t make mistakes. I will no longer be afraid, even if you want to take him back to 
the heavenly home, I will not fear.” As soon as those words came out of my mouth, I said to myself 
“Oh, no! Father, not now. Don’t take him back to the heavenly home, not now. I don’t want that; I don’t 
want you to take him back yet. I owe him so much. Please let me have a chance to make it up to him." I 
kept praying as if I was talking to my earthly father. I said "Father God, thank you for loving him and 
for loving me. I know I sing praises to you from my lips but oftentimes my heart is far from you. I 
know I can be hypercritical. Please forgive me. I know I am undeserving and though I am unworthy of 
offering my thanksgiving, I want to thank you. I’m not even worthy of standing in front of you right 
now. Oh Lord, what should I do?" I kept praying and crying out to God. I finally surrendered it all to 
him and felt relieved. That was when I realized I was hungry. My distress distracted me from the 
feelings of hunger and thirst. It was 3:30 A.M. and I hadn’t eaten since the afternoon. Around 6:30 
A.M., I rushed to hospital.  The intensive care unit nurse sat outside and stopped me from going in. I 
said to her, “He is my husband." She said ". He is my sweet heart, he is so gentle.“ She told me 
“Usually patients like him, with their hands stiff, body full of tubes and a mouth intubation, struggle a 
lot and aren’t very quiet.” When I went in, I held onto his hand really tight and I said "Daddy, I am 
here.” Since the children were born, I copied them and called him “daddy.” He held my hand tightly 
and I knew he was conscious. That made me feel relieved. The tubes in his mouth were pulled out on 
Saturday, November 7th. There was no second step or third step of torture but he couldn’t speak and 
swallow anymore. He also had a constant fever that kept him hospitalized for another month. On 
December 1st, he was transferred to a Nursing home that was 25 minutes from home. He lived in the 
rehabilitation centers for 100 days and on March 9th, 2010, he was finally discharged and returned 
home. 

I remember during the month that he was hospitalized, I would come home to food prepared by 
the brothers and sisters at church every night. My heart was so full of gratitude that my eyes would well 
up with tears as I ate the food. I don’t know how I could ever return the favor; I can only ask our Lord 
to repay the love of my dear brothers and sisters. There was an incident where I received a large pot of 
chicken soup, fit for 10 people, anonymously. Who am I to receive such love. 96.
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 “Quit Dreaming”
Easter Kao

“Oh Lord, QTEC is a church under your name. Please watch over us. Give us a place to worship you that is more 
than we could ask for or imagine. Render us speechless by the power of the living God. Thank you for listening to our 
prayers and working wonderful things.”- This was my prayer for every day for more than a year from 1993 to 1995. I 
repeated this during every quiet time I had with God.
 In the beginning of 1993, we didn’t have a building of our own. We were renting a local Presbyterian church. At 
one point, we were deciding if we should combine with them but before we could take a vote, the pastor that church left 
and any plans to merge were put on hold. Then, we were told that according to the lease, we had to move to a new place 
within half a year and allow them to use the space for other purposes. The news came very suddenly and we didn’t know 
what to do. It was difficult to find a suitable place for us and we scrambled to find a place that would fit our needs. 
 We were interested in a warehouse, but it was over budget. Even after renovations, it would just barely fit with our 
needs. Nevertheless, because of the lease, we had to move. When we were about to sign, disputes arose among brothers 
and sisters and we could not come to a consensus. We put our search on hold. Fortunately, the Presbyterian church gave us 
an extension on our lease. For the time being, we still had a place to worship. 
 By the end of February in 1995, we were tired of searching and since our lease was renewed, the search for the 
building lost momentum. When a realtor contacted us with a location that he thought was suitable, we weren’t in any rush 
to look at it. In fact, we didn’t even want to go examine the property. After two weeks, the same broker called Pastor Kao 
again and insisted that he look at the building. 
 Finally, on March 13th, of 1995, we agreed to take a look at the building. We were going to be polite, so on our 
way there, Pastor Kao and I practiced some excuses we would use to turn the broker down. We couldn’t imagine what 
would happen next.  After we parked, we took one look at the place and Pastor Kao turned to me and said “I want this 
building.”
 I quickly said “quit dreaming. It’s impossible.” The building was nice on the outside and when we saw the inside, 
we were blown away. There was no way we could afford the building. Pastor Kao said that if God wants to give it to us, 
then it’s possible, but the price was listed was $690,000. Our savings for a building was only $70,000 at the time.
 In my heart, I thought it was impossible. I didn’t even bother talking to brothers and sisters about the visit. Even 
after we talked the price down, it was still going to be over $600,000. When Pastor Kao started to encourage the 
congregation to put their faith in God for this building, I began to feel uneasy. Our members were mostly new immigrants 
with some older members and some very young. Our financial ability was not very strong. However, when I saw that the 
youth group had about 30 people squeezed into a small classroom, I knew that sooner or later, we needed to address the 
problem.  We prayed for the building and believed that God would prepare a way for us.  
 My devotions during 1995 was to read the bible chapter by chapter. In April, I was in 2 Corinthians and one day I 
was up to chapter eight. As I read, I wasn't paying attention and my heart was full of worry, but all of a sudden, verse 10 
jumped out at me. “...this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. So now 
finish doing it as well…” I was in shock! We wanted to buy this building since 1994. 
 Our loving God is in control. He moved the hearts of many brothers and sisters to sign as guarantors. Three of 
them even used their own homes as collateral and we finally got the financing necessary to move forward with the 
purchase. On May 1st of 1995, we held a fast and prayer meeting. Everybody repented before God and prayed for his 
provision of a house of worship. We fasted again committed to the building. Our finance department drew out the goals for 
our offering. From our own church, we wanted to raise $250,000. From outside, we wanted to raise $150,000. From the 
bank, we would finance $200,000. Even still, I doubted. I wondered if we would really be able to afford everything. I 
wondered if we would only need to borrow $200,000 from the bank.
 On September 15th of 1995, we finally closed on the building and indeed, we only borrowed $200,000 from the 
bank. The Lord really performed a miracle,  In 1993, I could only imagine this beautiful sanctuary in my mind. On 
thanksgiving in 1995, we moved into QTEC sanctuary. Every time I come to worship, I am so touched that the tears well 
up in my eyes. I can only thank the Lord and praise Him for being a provider.

P.S. In addition to bank financing, there were generous brothers and sisters who also lent our church up to $100,000. 
Thanks be to God, these loans, as well as the bank loans were paid back very quickly.
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One Plus One Equals Four
Scott Chu

 I have the unique privilege and perspective to exam God’s abundant grace in my life for the 3rd time as 
QTEC is celebrating its 30th anniversary.  It’s a privilege because God permits me to be in this church and work 
together with so many brothers and sisters who have dedicated their lives to Christ without reservation and 
questions.  It’s a special unique perspective because of the changes within me and my surroundings in last 20+ 
years.
 The 10th anniversary coincided when I was a new graduate and just started to work in full time.  I had 
not yet accepted the Christian faith to be saved by the grace. My life at the time was career driven.  The 20th 
anniversary coincided when I was in my early 30s, still single but saved. Life was overrun with conviction in 
Christ on top of overzealous energy to answer any of God’s calling.  Now it’s the 30th anniversary, I’m married 
(Finally!) but still saved (I need God’s grace and mercy more than ever). Life is now becoming a big battle of 
balancing all aspects of daily life.
 Megan and I met while we both were attending this church, we didn’t first have much opportunity to 
interact as we both served in different areas of church ministry, but God is ultimately the best matchmaker. Nine 
months after we were seriously trying to get to know each other, we decided to tie the knot on September 17th, 
2005.  The wedding was held on an outdoor lawn at Chateau Briand located in Long Island.  We said our 
wedding vows in front of over two hundred and fifty guests under the pouring rain. Despite the thunder and 
guests scattering for cover, we managed to complete one of most important chapters of our life. I think we also 
left an invaluable lessons to any young couples who would even dare to contemplate an outdoor wedding.  The 
banquet, however, was a success as guests enjoyed the feast of lobsters and crabs, and danced to the song of 
Y.M.C.A. while resting their feet and drying their hair. Even today, brothers and sisters still reminisce and 
recount the food  they ate, not to mention the rain.  God must have a good sense of humor, because all of the 
commotion in and during the wedding foretold the fruitful, yet busy life to come.  Our first child, Aaron, was 
born 11 months later, and two years after that, our second son, Adam.
 Praise God for His grace and faithfulness that Megan and I get to be a husband and wife. We also get to 
experience parenthood with two wonderful and energetic boys.  Through parenting our boys, we have learned 
how our Heavenly father also patiently guides, loves, cares, educates, disciplines, rebukes us in our spiritual 
growth.  We have experienced “the lord giveth and the lord taketh away” firsthand as we also practice rewarding 
for good behavior, and denying for inappropriate behavior.  We have a personal understanding of the prodigal 
son’s father when  we too experience tearful joy when our kids finally turn around and come back to us.  We see 
God’s forgiveness as we are eager to forgive our sons and ready to embrace them even with the slightest hint of 
repentance.  God has used the daily life of this family to demonstrate His unconditional love to us. For that, we 
are extremely grateful to Him.
 Megan and I first started as single person who were then united in Christ, and with God’s blessing, we 
are now a family of four.
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My Journey At QTEC
James Tzou

In QTEC's 30 year journey, I have not only seen God’s grace in the church, but also in my own life. In 
QTEC, there were many “first steps” for me. To this day, those memories influence the way I serve.

  I think back to the beginning of 1987. At the time, I came to US to study and live in a dormitory in the 
Bronx. I had no idea that there was a church named QTEC meeting in Taiwan Center. All I knew was that the 
pastor of the church I grow up in, Pastor Chen told me to visit someone. That someone was Pastor Kao, who 
was a co-worker with Pastor Chen. I was to go to his church in Queens and bring a greeting.

  So, one Sunday, I came to QTEC. That first day, there was construction on the subway, so I arrived two hours 
late. I thought to myself "it's okay, I'm only coming once so I can report back to Pastor Chen". On that day, after 
the service, Pastor Kao invited me to join their co-worker meeting. I figured that if I joined their coworker 
meeting, I could get a better understanding of the church and have a better report for Pastor Chen in the 
meeting, we found out that they really needed someone to take care of Children's Sunday School. To my 
surprise, they strongly urged me to consider helping out. I reluctantly agreed to help out for three months, but 
those three months quickly turned into thirteen years.

  Later on, I found out that QTEC was not only lacking teachers for Sunday School, so other leaders and I 
stepped up to lead the young people. Not much later, we started the youth group. This first group of young 
people was from a youth orchestra in Taiwan Center. The first meeting was held at the pastor's house and most 
of them were nonbelievers. When they came to fellowship, it was like coming to a social club. We learned to 
show them the difference between a club and a fellowship by counseling them in their personal lives too. Later 
on, I found out that they called me pastor of pastors behind my back. Currently, I'm proud to say that these 
young people have grown up are devoted to service in many churches. Among them, there are even some who 
are more pastoral than me, including Michael Chen, who is now a pastor himself.
  In 1990, Pastor Kao and Mrs. Kao set me up on a blind date. This girl I met would eventually become my 
wife Rebecca. When Rebecca started to come to our fellowship, people began to ask who she was. When we 
became engaged, they made fun of me even more. We were scheduled to be married in October, but the students 
put together a petition with 70 signatures to have us move the date to June! On the wedding day, more than 50 
young people came to wish us well-Praise God that they chose the date for us.
  In 1991, our church moved from the Taiwan Center to Flushing Presbyterian Church. Originally, we decided 
to combine churches, but new leadership at FPC decided not to proceed and we had to find a new location. We 
were deciding if we should purchase a building or rent one. After some time, with our time at FPC coming to an 
end, some members grew frustrated and disunity grew. During a congregational meeting at the time, we decided 
to buy our own building and as a result of that decision, many members left.

  As for myself, I was thinking about returning back to my church in New Jersey, but I was given the 
responsibility of the new building coordinator. I had one condition for accepting the role - if in three months 
there was no progress, I would resign my position. I remember very quickly someone found a piece of land. 
Another person found a building with a large yard. Someone also found a beautiful photographer's studio. When 
the members saw the photo studio, we all agreed it would be ideal as long as the price was right. when we gave 
our offer, the buyer accepted.
  Now we had to give a down payment, but all of our savings were in a CD. To withdraw early would result in 
penalty, so we decided to wait on it and trust God. To be honest, at the time, some members and I were 
frustrated because we didn't want to wait and lose the building to another offer. When the young people started 
to fast and pray every week, I just held my tongue. I didn't even go to the first meeting. I went to the second 
meeting, where we all began to repent and pray to God. We didn't even talk about the building. During another 
meeting, a brother came to a with the intention of yelling at everyone but when he arrived, his heart was touched 
by what was happening too!
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Our Journey Towards God
Yan & Ann Zhu

Yan:
 I grew up in an environment that focused on science and atheism but I started to encounter 
Christianity when I came to the US. I am very thankful that God allowed me to know a Christian coworker at 
the time and he brought me to QTEC. The brothers and sisters here really touched my heart and the Holy 
Spirit allowed me to know Jesus Christ.
 Before I believed in Christ, my life was actually pretty smooth, but the joy that comes from 
accomplishments, academics or your career go away very fast. You end up feeling empty and aimless. There 
is a voice inside that told me I needed to find a God that will watch over me. I wanted to listen to His 
guidance. That’s when I started to search for the true God. 
 I had been working for many years and accumulated many life experiences. I have seen many 
different forms of lifestyles but I strongly feel that Christians have very different values from the rest. When 
difficult things happen, Christians have their own way of handling it. When making important life decisions, 
Christians have a very clear direction and they know what to do. They can peacefully make their choices and 
accept their decisions.
 My wife and I are both very logical thinkers. Before we were baptized, we spoke to people of other 
religions. Through our obedience, we finally found the true and only savior.
 We got baptized last year during thanksgiving. It wasn’t very long ago, but our strength has 
strengthened more and more everyday. Hopefully in the future, we will draw closer to the Lord and glorify 
him.

Ann:
 I grew up in Taiwan and after I graduated college, I came the U.S. My family believes in Buddhism 
but my I went to Catholic Schools for high school and college. The schools never forced me to participate in 
Catholic mass or other religious event, but I had a curiosity for God. I learned how to pray and talk to the 
Lord. When I came to the US, I did not believe in God, but I always felt like He was in my heart.
 In the past few years, when I faced some hardship, I came to God to pray. Thanks to my husband, I 
started to come to QTEC and came to know other brothers and sisters. I am very happy and my life is 
completely changed. Before, I believed in God and my prayer was for him to give me whatever I needed, but 
after I believed in Him, my prayer was that of thanksgiving. I give him thanks for giving me this wonderful 
family, my current job, and allowing me to do things that I enjoy doing. I thank God for bringing me to 
QTEC under the Holy Spirit. I have accepted Christ and received baptism. I just hope to be a Christian that 
glorifies God and blesses people.

After a few meetings, I could tell there was more unity among us and when the CD came to term, we were able 
to pay the down payment. It turns out that during that time, there were other offers, but they didn't work out. 
God held onto the building for us. We fasted for three more months until we were able to close on the building.
  It has been 15 years since I left QTEC. When I heard that the church was holding it’s 30 year anniversary 
celebration, I began to reflect on my years there. It is because of our start at QTEC that my wife and I started as 
missionaries in Taiwan. Now we are both in seminary school and I'm sure that the experience from QTEC will 
help us in our ministry after we graduate.

My prayer is that QTEC would continue with a burning heart of prayer, united in Christ to continue to 
win souls to God in the Flushing area. May God bless Pastor. Kao, Mrs. Kao, Pastor Yu, Mrs. Yu, and all of the 
coworkers and members there.

Your brother and sister,
James Tzou, Rebecca Tzou
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QTEC 30 Years Reflections 
Julia Hu

 Hello my beloved brothers and sisters. My name is Julia Hu. I came to America in 1988, and in 2003 a 
friend brought me to QTEC. In September of 2003 I got baptized and I am really thankful God for the past 10 
years. 
 When I first came to church, I was unfamiliar with the Bible. Back then, It took me a little more than an 
hour to get to work, so I bought a gospel track to listen to in the car. I hoped that listening to God’s word would 
help me better understand the bible. When I heard the four gospels, I wondered why it kept repeating itself. I 
thought the tape was broken!
 I didn’t understand it at all but after all these years of prayer and studying the bible, God’s word has 
become the source of my strength. Prior to God, my life was centered around people and now it is centered 
around God because He is the center of everything. The life I lived within the church and the small groups 
deeply attracted me. 
 Now that we are celebrating QTEC’s 30th anniversary, I want to thank God for His guidance and 
teachings during these past 30 years. I am thankful towards Pastor Kao and Pastor Yu for their wholehearted 
service, sacrifice and hard work on behalf of the people of QTEC. I am thankful for the brothers and sisters who 
have cared for and prayed for me for more than 10 years. I thank God for guiding me to the path I’m supposed 
to walk. I pray that God will help me carry my cross, glorify Him and love people as I walk the walk towards 
heaven.

The Love of Christ Carried Me
Yuan-Long Yeh

As I look back on the past 60 years, I can appreciate the brevity of life and wish I had made some 
different choices. Yet in spite of the various ups-and-downs, Christ has always walked beside me and guided my 
path. In moments when I most needed help, he carried me. He also blessed me with a wonderful spouse. 

•  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. John 14:6

•  It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life. John 6:63

•  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. John 1:9
Only through following Christ will one be truly satisfied. This past Easter I finally was baptized; it was a 

huge turning point in my life, and it affects me until this day.
This road of faith is not an easy path to go down, yet through the power of prayer, the Lord continually 

gives me strength and guidance to go through life; His limitless and unconditional love deepens my level of 
hope and faith. I pray that through the way God changes me, I can become a living example of His love. I know 
that things in life do not simply go your way because you are a Christian, but instead it sometimes gets more 
difficult and testing, yet through all of it, we are shaped into more refined vessels of God; I can only choose to 
trust and obey.

I am able to live out and share God’s love, only because He and my brothers and sisters in Christ first 
loved me. I wish QTEC a happy 30th anniversary!
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A Series of Encounters
David Kao

Hole-In-One - One day in small group sharing, I told everyone my favorite thing in the world was the hole-in-
one. Someone shouted amen, and I thought it was great that someone shared my love for golf. When I talked 
about golfing, they seemed puzzled. They thought I said, the Holy One. I remember being ashamed for not 
being more passionate about praying to God. 
YA Fellowship - In 1986, I was the youngest one in the Youth Group, but in the summer of 1988 a big change 
took place. As one of the senior members, I became a de facto counselor. I didn’t know what I was doing, but I 
tried to imitate the people before me. Luckily there were other counselors to help me out, so I didn’t lead the 
kids astray.
The Prodigal - Eventually, I took a job at an insurance company in Taiwan. My career was doing well and I 
was promoted. Even though I was successful, I knew my heart was becoming corrupted without God in my life. 
After 11 years, I left my career to start my own business. When it didn’t work out, I did everything to try to 
make it work. I travelled around the world, but at some point, I didn’t even have enough money for ticket back 
to America.
Psalm 1 - Tree By Running Water - In 2009, I came back to US as a defeated man with physical ailments. I 
had no job, and I wondered how I would provide for my children. Every day, I went to the church to pray. I read 
that God takes care of the sparrows, am I not more loved than them? 
 Later, my wife and I started a Taiwanese snack business from home. For 5 years, we depended on God to 
provide for us. We never had much saved, but every month we had enough. Before, I tried to go my own way 
and ended up with nothing, but I’ve learned that Manna comes from heaven. and in the end, everything is God’s 
hands. 
 Growing up in the church, I sometimes resented the fact that I didn’t have a choice. I had to be there to 
help others. When other kids could go play, I had responsibilities. Now I can appreciate what God has given me. 
Romans teaches us that all things work for those who love God. I just hope to be the man in Psalm 1, a tree 
planted by streams of water.

Singing Thankful Praise Towards God
Anita Liu

Recently, in preparation for this letter, I had the privilege of interviewing friends of Pastor Kao and 
Pastor Yu. My family had many great stories to tell about these great ministers and I wanted to pay honor to 
them for QTEC’s 30th Year Anniversary.
 When my sister and I were growing up, we knew Pastor Kao as the “Calendar Pastor “ because his full 
Chinese name sounds like “calendar” in Japanese. When Pastor Kao moved to New York, my Dad went to 
Chicago and despite the distance, they stayed good friends. They often spoke at each other’s churches and when 
we visited New York, we received great hospitality from the QTEC family. When my father passed away, Pastor 
Kao immediately wrote our family a touching letter in Japanese.
 As for Pastor Yu, my sister and I have so much to say about him because Brother Yu (as we knew him) 
was our counselor. We remember one time, he led us in a prayer for our meal. When we opened our eyes, we 
saw Brother Yu holding onto the noodles like he was afraid they would disappear. We made fun of him for his 
lack of trust in God, but now when we think about it, he just didn’t trust in us.
 When we were young, we all thought Brother Yu was going to graduate and become a rocket scientist, 
building all sorts of machines. We couldn’t imagine that he would go on to build a great tower for the gospel in 
the city.
 At the end of the interviews, we realized that Pastor Yu and Pastor Kao have many similar qualities. 
They are loyal servants that love God and love their churches. This 30 Year Anniversary is a testament to these 
two shepherds. From the bottom of our hearts, we thank God for the 30 years God has led QTEC and we pray 
that God continues to watch over this church.
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The QTEC at My Parents’ Living Room
Lily Kao

The little white house located at 45-01 Kissena Blvd. was my parents' old house and where QTEC 
was born. Thus, I had the privilege of being involved in the beginning of Queens Taiwanese Evangelical 
Church.

That period of time was mixed with hardship, warmth, and sweetness. My father planted QTEC in 
this little house. He was always busy visiting, inviting, and ministering to people. My mother was in charge 
of the Sunday love feast by preparing the food, and I was the pianist for all the gatherings. From what I 
remember, the attendees for Sunday service included some old church members from my father's church in 
Taiwan, some of our relatives, and some out-of-town visitors. 

Taiwanese immigration was at its height in the 1980’s, so almost every member of the church was a 
new immigrant, still searching for new opportunities, and facing uncertainties. All were in difficult 
situations. During Sunday gatherings, not only did we worship like a big family, we also shared new 
experiences and/or opportunities with one another. Right there at my parents' house, a holy gathering started. 
As more and more people came, the church grew, and many people met the Lord as a result. I still remember 
there was a plaque hanging on the wall in front of my father's desk that said "If you meet me and forget me 
you lose nothing, if you meet Jesus and forget him you lose everything." Somehow my father had a sort of 
charisma that draws people to him and feel that one is closer to God. Slowly, my parents' house became too 
crowded. Eventually the church moved to another location. 

I will always miss the QTEC at my parents' house. It was the most difficult time of life for me and for 
many others. The church was a light house, an anchor, and a place that we all found warmth and hope. I felt I 
was particularly blessed because that was the place where I lived.

Vast Grace of The Lord – 9/11 Leads Me To Christ 
Richard Lin 

Part I - Catastrophe On A Sunny Day 
 On an early Tuesday morning, I arrived at World Trade Center around 7:30 AM, earlier than my 

usual time, but I did not go into my office on the 46th floor right away, since I had an eight o’clock 
meeting a block away.  As I was walking back to WTC after the meeting with a cup of coffee in my 
hand, I saw some strange debris on the ground and clouds of dust in the air. “What is going on?” I 
wondered, as I sped up to get back to my office. Shortly before I arrived at WTC around 9:07 AM, 
there was an enormous shock and a horrific sound, forcing me to run and hide in a deli store on 
Greenwich Street. ‘‘Jesus, what’s going on? What was that?’’ Debris were raining down like bullets. 
Should things have happened five seconds later, I would have arrived at Liberty Street, and I would not 
be writing this article to you all. 
  I quickly left to go to the street at the south end. That was when I witnessed the horrific scene of 
people jumping out of One WTC. I stood there, speechless, and realized that there was nothing I could 
do. Police guarded the front of the building, and there was no way to get into WTC. So I headed east to 
take a northbound subway and hopped onto the 4 train at Wall Street Station. The conductor announced 
that the train would go to City Hall without stopping at Fulton Street. Immediately after the 
announcement, the subway stopped, and no one knew what was going on. Although you could see the 
anxiety on everyone’s faces, most passengers showed reasonable composure. Gradually I started to 
smell smoke in the air, and some passengers began to cry and shout. I knew, however, the only way to 
survive in this extreme situation was to keep calm, so I started to read the newspaper to ease my mind. 
As if time stopped, the thick smoke, warming car, and growing cries, only added to the confusion. 
Finally, the conductor made the decision to go back to Wall Street Station. With each emergency brake, 
all the passengers were tossed to and fro like waves. Finally, the subway stopped near Wall Street 
Station, and one by one we walked through the cars to the back end and got out of the subway system. 104.



  When I got above ground, the world was pitch black, the streets covered with a layer of dust, flying 
debris everywhere, and breathing was very difficult. ‘‘What is this place? Is this hell?’’ The awful sight was 
burned deeply in my memory and could not be wiped out. 

Part II - Surviving the Disaster 
 When I ran around the corner and into a dimly lit building, and saw someone open the door and wave to 

us, I finally realized that I was in the center of a serious disaster. WTC fire marshals were everywhere and 
everyone started helping each other to hand out towels, tissues, water, assisting the handicapped or people who 
had a hard time breathing. Ambulances and police cars were running everywhere outside with blaring sirens. 
After getting some napkins and water, I waited for the air to clear out, but a cloud of smoke soon rushed over 
and darkened the whole place again, and it was getting harder to breathe even with wet napkins covering my 
face, even though I was in a basement three levels below ground.  
  Around 12:30 PM, I couldn’t wait anymore. With a bottle of water and some wet napkins covering my 
face I left the building. Paper and dust filled the dark sky as I trekked across the dusty roads to South Street Sea 
Port, but when I saw more people around and some colors in the sky I began feeling less anxious. Looking west, 
I could still see the WTC building under clouds smoke and fire, though building couldn't be seen. I thought that 
the buildings probably collapsed from where they were hit, and the rest below the point of impact were still 
standing. When I walked to Chinatown, I saw storeowners giving water and cookies to help the passersby. 
When I finally stopped at the Salvation Army building and saw the WTC collapse on television screens, I was 
utterly shocked with tears, and knew that everything was gone. 

Part III - Disaster Recovery 
 As I moved ahead, I felt each step grow more heavy. Sun slowly moved west, but I didn’t seem to have a 

destination, I just kept pressing on with each step. When I suddenly noticed buses running nearby, I hopped one 
to arrive at Penn Station. When I finally reached home around seven o’clock, Jenny, Charles, and I hugged each 
other in the dark for what seemed like eternity; we never felt the importance of each other more. Every day we 
walk out of our house, never thinking that we might not see each other at night. Thank God, I was finally home! 

 As I rested on the sofa, eating junk food and staring at the TV, I watched the disaster unfold on the TV 
screen again and again. I didn’t want to think about work – not a single piece of paper, or even backup file, left. 
I just wanted to mindlessly watch TV and try to escape from the reality of what had happened. I found out that 
everyone in the company was still safe through the phone, but I did not know where to start again. Maybe it was 
the time to close the business. 

 Two weeks flew by, and some clients started to call to ask to recover their investments. Thanks to the 
good relationships amongst my business partners, colleagues and clients, we eventually recovered most of our 
client sites, but not our own site. It was much less than perfect, but I could only accept it as reality. After some 
time, one of my best friends provided me a temporary site for servers, and my business started growing again. 
Thanks be to God and thanks to all who helped my business have a second chance to recover from this 
catastrophic disaster! 
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"Be completely humble and gentle; Be patient, bearing with 
one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of 

the spirit through the bond of peace.”
Ephesians 4:2-3


